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Solar*Rewards Community 

Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form 

 

The undersigned (“Subscriber”) has a Subscription to the following Community Solar Garden:  

 

Community Solar Garden name: 

___________________________________________ 

Community Solar Garden address:  

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Community Solar Garden operator: 

___________________________________________ 

Community Solar Garden contact information for 
Subscriber questions and complaints: 

Address (if different from above): 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Telephone number: __________________________ 

Email address: ______________________________ 

Website URL: _______________________________ 

 

 

Subscriber Name:  

___________________________________________ 

Subscriber Service Address where receiving electrical 
service from Northern States Power Company: 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Subscriber Account Number with Northern States 
Power Company: 

___________________________________________ 
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By signing this Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form, the Subscriber agrees to all 

of the following:  

1. Assignment of Renewable Energy Credits (“RECs”), Energy and Capacity to Northern States Power Company, 
a Minnesota corporation. The Subscriber agrees that the Community Solar Garden Operator has authority to assign all 
energy produced and capacity associated with the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden to 
Northern States Power Company, and the Subscriber agrees that all energy produced, and capacity associated with the 
Subscriber’s share of the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden shall belong to Northern States 
Power Company. The Subscriber also agrees that the Community Solar Garden Operator has authority to assign all 
RECs associated with the photovoltaic energy system at the Community Solar Garden to Northern States Power 
Company, and that if the Community Solar Garden or a person or entity on its behalf has assigned the RECs to Northern 
States Power Company, then all RECs associated with the Subscriber’s share of the photovoltaic energy system at the 
Community Solar Garden shall belong to Northern States Power Company.  

 

2. Tax Implications. The Community Solar Garden Operator has provided the Subscriber with a statement that 
Northern States Power Company makes no representations concerning the taxable consequences to the Subscriber with 
respect to its Bill Credits to the Subscriber or other tax issues relating to participation in the Community Solar Garden. 

 

3. Northern States Power Company hereby discloses to the Subscriber that it recognizes that not all production 
risk factors, such as grid-failure events or atypically cloudy weather, are within the Community Solar Garden Operator’s 
control.  

 

4. Information Sharing. Participating in the Solar*Rewards Community Program will require sharing Subscriber’s 
Account Information (name, account number, service address, telephone number, email address, web site URL, 
information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving the premises of the Subscriber, Subscriber 
specific Bill Credit(s)) and Subscriber’s Energy Use Data (the past, present and future electricity usage attributable to 
the Subscriber for the service address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden). 
The following outlines the type of information that will be shared, and how that information will be used.  
 

a. Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber Energy Usage Data. The Subscriber authorizes Northern 
States Power Company to provide the Community Solar Garden Operator (and the Community Solar Garden Operator’s 
designated subcontractors and agents) with the Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data 
as described in Section 4 above. This information is needed to allow the Community Solar Garden Operator determine the 
extent to which the Subscriber is entitled to participate in the Community Solar Garden, and to validate the amount of the 
Bill Credits to be provided by Northern States Power Company to the Subscriber. The current data privacy policies of 
Northern States Power Company applicable to its Solar*Rewards Community Program provided to the Subscriber by the 
Community Solar Garden Operator pursuant Section 3 above are attached as Exhibit 1 of this Solar*Rewards 
Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form. These privacy policies include definitions of 
“Subscriber’s Account Information” and “Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data.”  

 

b. Subscriber’s Subscription Information. The Subscriber authorizes the Community Solar Garden Operator to 
provide information to Northern States Power Company identifying the Subscriber (with the Subscriber’s name, service 
address, and account number) and detailing the Subscriber’s proportional share in kilowatts of the Community Solar 
Garden and to provide additional updates of this information to Northern States Power Company as circumstances 
change. This information is needed to allow Northern States Power Company to properly apply Bill Credits for the 
photovoltaic energy generated by the Community Solar Garden. Also, this information is needed to allow Northern States 
Power Company to send to the Subscriber notices or other mailings pertaining to their involvement in the Solar*Rewards 
Community Program. The Community Solar Garden Operator shall not disclose Subscriber information in annual reports 
or other public documents absent explicit, informed consent from the Subscriber. The Community Solar Garden Operator 
will not release any Subscriber data to third parties except to fulfill the regulated purposes of the Solar*Rewards 
Community Program, to comply with a legal or regulatory requirement, or upon explicit, informed consent from the 
Subscriber.  
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4. Information Sharing. (Continued) 

 

c. Aggregated Information. Aggregated information concerning production at the Community Solar Garden may 
be publicly disclosed to support regulatory oversight of the Solar*Rewards Community Program. This includes annual 
reports available to the public related to specific Community Solar Gardens, including but not limited to production from 
the Community Solar Gardens; size, location and the type of Community Solar Garden subscriber groups; reporting on 
known complaints and the resolution of these complaints; lessons learned and any potential changes to the 
Solar*Rewards Community Program; reporting on Bill Credits earned and paid; and reporting on the application process. 
Aggregated information will not identify individual Subscribers or provide Subscriber-Specific Account Information, 
Subscriber-Specific Energy Usage Data or Subscriber-specific Bill Credits unless a Subscriber provides explicit informed 
consent. Depending on the nature of the aggregated information, however, it may still be possible to infer the amount of 
production attributed to individual Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden. The Subscriber agrees to the inclusion of 
its production information in the creation of the aggregated information. The Community Solar Garden Operator will not 
use aggregated information for purposes unrelated to the Solar*Rewards Community Program without first providing 
notice and obtaining further consent, unless the aggregated information is otherwise available as public information. The 
policies of Northern States Power Company related to sharing aggregated information are part of the data privacy policies 
contained in the attached Exhibit 1 of this Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent 
Form and should be provided to the Subscriber by the Community Solar Garden Operator pursuant Section 3 above.  

 

d. Information Requests from the MPUC or the Department of Commerce. The Subscriber agrees that the 
Community Solar Garden Operator and Northern States Power Company are authorized to provide any information they 
possess related to the Subscriber or the Subscriber’s participation in the Community Solar Garden to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC), the Minnesota Department of Commerce, or the Minnesota Office of Attorney 
General. This information is needed to allow proper regulatory oversight of Northern States Power Company and of the 
Solar*Rewards Community Program. 

 

e. Liability Release. Northern States Power Company shall not be responsible for monitoring or taking any steps 
to ensure that the Community Solar Garden Operator maintains the confidentiality of the Subscriber’s Account 
Information, the Subscriber’s Energy Usage or the Bill Credits received pertaining to the Subscriber’s participation in the 
Community Solar Garden. However, Northern States Power Company shall remain liable for its own inappropriate release 
of Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Use Data.  

 

f. Duration of Consent. The Subscriber’s consent to this information sharing shall be ongoing for the Term of the 
Contract between the Community Solar Garden Operator and Northern States Power Company, or until the Subscriber no 
longer has a Subscription to the Community Solar Garden and the Community Solar Garden Operator notifies Northern 
States Power Company of this fact through the CSG Application System. Provided, however, the Subscriber’s consent 
shall also apply thereafter to all such information of the Subscriber pertaining to that period of time during which the 
Subscriber had a Subscription to the Community Solar Garden.  

 

g. Modification. The above provisions addressing data privacy and in Exhibit 1 shall remain in place until and 
unless other requirements are adopted by the MPUC in its generic privacy proceeding, Docket No. E,G999/CI-12-1344, or 
other MPUC Order. Northern States Power Company shall file necessary revisions to its tariffs and contracts within thirty 
(30) days of such Order. 
 

 

Subscriber’s Name:   _________________________________ 

 

Subscriber’s Signature:  _________________________________ 

 

Date:     _________________________________ 
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Exhibit 1 to 

Attachment “A” to 

Solar*Rewards Community Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form 

 

Data Privacy Policies of Northern States Power Company Pertaining to 

the Solar*Rewards Community Program 

 

 

The data privacy policies of Northern States Power Company pertaining to the Solar*Rewards Community Program are as 

follows and may be changed from time to time as filed in the Company’s tariff or as otherwise may be authorized by the 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“MPUC”): 

 

Definitions 

 

Unless indicated otherwise, the same definition and meaning of terms in this document are the same as contained in the 

Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community. For ease of reference, here are some of the specific definitions:  

 

“Company” means Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, and its affiliates and agents.  

 

“Subscribed Energy” means electricity generated by the PV System attributable to the Subscribers’ Subscriptions and 

delivered to the Company at the Production Meter on or after the Date of Commercial Operation.  

 

“Subscriber” means a retail customer of the Company who owns one or more Subscriptions of a community solar garden 

interconnected with the Company.  

 

“Subscriber’s Account Information” consists of the Subscriber’s name, account number, service address, telephone 

number, email address, web site URL, information on Subscriber participation in other distributed generation serving the 

premises of the Subscriber, and Subscriber specific Bill Credit(s).  

 

“Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data” includes the past, present and future electricity usage attributable to the Subscriber for 

the service address and account number identified for participation in the Community Solar Garden. 
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Overview 

 

This section addresses how Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data will be collected, 

used and shared as part of participation in the Solar*Rewards Community Program. 

 

2. How Subscriber’s Account Information and Energy Usage Data Will Be Exchanged 
 

a. Subscriber Specific Information 
 

Once a Subscriber has executed a Subscriber Agency Agreement and Consent Form, an ongoing data exchange will 

occur between the Company and a Community Solar Garden Operator (and their designated subcontractors and agents): 

 

(i) The Company will disclose the following Subscriber-specific information to the Community Solar Garden 
Operator:  

 

 Subscriber’s Account Information 

 Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data 

 Bill Credits 
 

(ii) The Community Solar Garden Operator will disclose to the Company the following Subscriber-specific 
information:  

 

 Subscriber’s Account Information 

 Community Solar Garden Allocation for each Subscriber’s Subscription stated in kW 

 Production data related to the PV System 

 Monthly Subscription Information 
 

b. Aggregated Subscriber Information 
 

Aggregated Subscriber information will be reported as part of Permitted Public Reporting, outlined in Section 2(b) below. 

 

To be considered “aggregated” the reported information must include information attributable to all Subscribers 

participating in a specific Solar*Rewards Community program site, which based on program requirements will contain a 

minimum of five Subscribers. Depending on the nature of the aggregated information, however, from this information 

alone or in combination with other publicly available information it may still be possible to infer the amount of production 

attributed to individual Subscribers to the Community Solar Garden. 

 

 

3. How Subscriber’s Information Will Be Used  
 

The following outlines how the Subscriber’s Account Information and Subscriber Energy Usage Data will be used as part 

of the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  

 

a. Program Management  
 

As part of administering the Solar*Rewards Community program, the Solar Garden Operator and the Company may 

provide information related to the Subscriber and/or the Community Solar Garden to:  

 

 the MPUC  

 the Minnesota Department of Commerce  

 the Minnesota Office of Attorney General  

 Other governmental or private entities as required by law or regulation  
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Additionally, as part of administering the Solar*Rewards Community program, the Company may share Subscriber’s 

Account Information and Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data to service providers, agents, or contracted agents who support 

the program on its behalf. The Company prohibits these service providers from using or disclosing the Subscriber’s 

information except as necessary to perform these specific services or to comply with legal requirements. More information 

about the Company’s general privacy practices is explained in its Privacy Policy available on www.xcelenergy.com.  

 

b. Permitted Public Reporting  
 

The Subscriber’s Energy Usage Data of each participating Subscriber to a Community Solar Garden will be combined and 

reported in the aggregate by the Community Solar Garden Operator in its annual report on the Solar*Rewards Community 

program. The identity of specific Subscribers, the specific Subscriber’s Account Information, Subscriber’s Energy Usage 

Data and Subscriber-specific Bill Credit will not be listed in the public annual report unless the Subscriber has provided 

the Community Solar Garden Operator with prior written consent.  

 

Per the requirements of the MPUC, the Company will provide to the MPUC annual reports which will include information 

or data requested by the MPUC or Minnesota Department of Commerce, including the following:  

 Reporting on Solar*Rewards Community program costs, including an analysis of the deposit, application, 
participation and metering fees and further justification for these fees going forward;  

 Reporting on the Solar*Rewards Community Gardens, including but not limited to size, location and the type of 
Solar*Rewards Community subscriber groups;  

 Reporting on known complaints and the resolution of these complaints;  

 A copy of each contract signed with a Community Solar Garden Operator, if not previously filed;  

 Lessons learned and any potential changes to the program;  

 Report on bill credits earned and paid; and the  

 Application process 
 

 

http://www.xcelenergy.com/

